
Artist Claus Bastian explaining one of his palntings to Miss Marilyn

l 
Chapnick, of Schober's Restaurant, ln the restaurant's Gallery. A
collection of his works 1s currently on display there.

ON VIEW AT SCHOBER.
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Claus Bastian Paintings Here 

Blend Color With Human Touch 

-

1 
German artist Claus Bastian 

was affected so greatly by the 
brutalities and pathos in life, 
that some 12 years ago he began 
painting as a means of express­
ing his sentiments. 

Bastian was in town recently 
for the openlng of bis one-man 
show at Schober's Restaurant, 6925 
S. Lindbergh Blvd. He now wears
two hats as he ls also a Jawyer ln
hls native Munich, having been

l
educated at the Sorbonne ln Paris
and at the University of .Munich. 

.Speaking English ln a deliber­
ate manner and with the ald of 
hls long-tlme frlend !rom Colum­
bia, Ill., Everett &:hoenlng, who 
was wlth the .A.m.erlcan Consulato 
ln Munich durlng the war, Bas­
tian told of the path whlch has 
led to his belng recognlzed as one 
of Europe's 'flnest palnters today. 

Bastian returned to Munich in 
1933 from hls studles at the Sor­
bonne to a clty besleged wlth the 
beglnnlngs of a fanatlc m1>vement. 
Volcln,: disapproval with what he 
saw, the non..Jewish Bastian was 
one of the flrst nattve Germans 
confined to the Dachau conoontr. 
tlon camp. He was imprlsoned for 
six months. 

"I can't r.elate the appropriate 
words to describe life ln the 
camp." Bastian sald. "It was a 
world of horror, whlch one's 

worst nightmare couldn't evenlpicture." 
The 57-year-<>ld Bastian said hls 

fellow Gennans felt the Nazi 
uprlsing wou1d only last about 
six months. "If the world had 
really risen, the Nazis could have 
been stopped," he sald. "But, dur-1 ing the depresslon, the rest of the 
world was concemed about their 
own troubles, not reallzing what 
was happening ln Germ.any." 

Bastian was so opposed to the 
Nazis after bis release from Da­
chau, that he had a dootor frlend 
tell the Nazis that he was, fo( 
health reasons, unfit to flght. Foi 
a short perlod of time, Bastlar 
went to live in the mountalns. 

Eventually Bastian received hll 
doctorate ln law from the Unlver 
slty of Munich. He stlll practlce, 
and 1s the legal advlsor to th( 
royal famll:v of Bavarla. 

A very compassionate man, Bas 
tian says "we are undergolng to• 
day slmllar passions and troubl� 
as exlsted ln Chrlst's tlme. Hl 
feels that the late President John 
IF. Kennedy and Pope John XXIII

were probabJy the greatest men 
in the century. With a tear in hie 
eye he spoke of Kennedy as "a 
rlch man who spoke for the com­
mon man." To Bastian, "The 
world started with Kennedys." 

Bastlan's palntings are ln­
fluenced by the French lmpres­
sionist School. Thelr Hvely oolor� 
and baroque qualitles are nwer 
wlthout 'the human efement. His 
repertolre ls varied, ranging from 
landscapes and figure studios to 
his rellgious story cycle of the 
Passion. 

Married and the ti:ither of flve 
chlldren, :Bastlan's works Will be 
on exhlblt in the restaurant's Gal­
lery through Saturday, July 1L 


